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Value of the Classics. Princeton University Press, 1917. 

Value of the Classics contains "a record of the Addresses delivered at 
the Conference on Classical Studies in Liberal Education held at Princeton 
University, June 2, 1917, together with an introduction and a collection of 
statements and statistics." The addresses number eighteen, the longest 
being by Henry Cabot Lodge. The three hundred or so statements are by 
men grouped under Public Life; Business; Universities and Colleges; 
Schools; the Ministry; Law; Medicine; Engineering; Physical and Natural 
Sciences; Editors; Modern Literature; History, Political Science, Econom- 
ics, Philosophy, Sociology; Fine Arts; Oriental Studies. They include a 
number of British and French contributions. The statistics, by W. M. 
Adriance, C. H. Forbes, Harris Hancock, and various official bodies, are on 
Enrolment of Classical Students in Secondary Schools, Record of Classical 
Students in College Entrance Examinations, Record of Classical Students 
in School and College. The introduction, written by Andrew F. West, who, 
with the co-operation of F. F. Abbott, Edward Capps, D. R. Stuart, D. B. 
Durham, and T. A. Miller, edited the book, is entitled "The Present 
Outlook." 

The character of Value of the Classics and the use to which it will be 
put are at once apparent. Nothing on the place of the classics in education 
has ever before been published so weighted with authority as this thesaurus 
of addresses and testimonies from men representing the whole breadth and 
depth of intellectual and professional life. Professors of the classics alone 
are designedly allowed no voice in it; their arguments appear with infinitely 
greater effect coming from the lips of impartially minded practical men of 
long experience in leadership. Any teacher or friend of the classics who 
wishes to make a wholesome impression upon hostile or unsympathetic 
colleague, principal, president, trustee, school board, investigator, editor, 
taxpayer, or doubting student, or who is himself in need of the foundations 
of faith, will find the book a ready means. Refusal to be influenced by it 
would be refusal to listen to the most convincing of all witnesses, life itself. 

Somehow this achievement of Mr. West and his associates makes one 
think of Justinian and the Pandects. Teachers of the classics have been, 
not for a thousand years, but for a long time, contributing to the printed and 
oral aggregate of pedagogical law a great many pronouncements on the 
value of Greek and Latin. Never was anything so enthusiastically, so 
thoroughly, and so repeatedly proved — to its own believers, who have been 
the only persons privileged to see and hear the pronouncements. Now that 
we have all these proofs digested, so to speak, in convenient form, many will 
entertain the pious hope that henceforth we may be spared confronting the 
weekly, monthly, quarterly, annual, biennial, and occasional demonstrations 
of "The Value of Classical Study," which are all right in moderation, but 
which have begun to give an atmosphere of discouragement to our programs 
and periodicals; and that from now on the approved form of demonstration 
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will be a reference to Codex West, page so-and-so. Of course it is beyond the 
wildest dream to look for a like consummation in the field of the Latin gram- 
mar, the beginners' book, and the literature of "How to Make Latin Interest- 
ing"; but if we could arrive at a canon in each of these matters also it might 
almost be said that our pedagogical decks were cleared for action. 

„ T Grant Showerman 

University op Wisconsin 



Etudes Syriennes. Par Franz Cumont, Membre de l'lnstitut. 
Paris: Picard, 1917. Pp. xi+379. 

This most recent of M. Cumont's works is the result of its author's 
travels in Northern Syria in the spring of 1907, and of subsequent research. 
It contains chapters on "Le Marche de l'Empereur Julien," "L'Aigle 
Funeraire et 1'Apotheose," "Les Carrieres Romaines d'Enesh," "Le Temple 
de Zeus Dolichenus," "Trois Mausolees de Commagene," "Cyrrhus," and 
"Divinit6s Syriennes," with appendixes giving in admirably ordered detail 
the author's itinerary, and notes on the inscriptions and Greek manuscripts 
in Syria employed in his investigation. A hundred illustrations, the greater 
part from his own photographs, and ten original maps make the text 
extraordinarily attractive and clear. Illustrations, beautiful typography, 
and artistic make-up in general have made the volume as great a triumph of 
the bookmaker as it is of the scholar. 

M. Cumont's work would be of surpassing interest to classicists and 
archaeologists merely as presenting the observations of a scholarly and careful 
traveler, but it possesses a special value as relating to the art and religion 
of a region which exercised a considerable influence upon Roman civilization 
in the West. As was to be expected from one whose works on Mithraism 
and other eastern cults have made him our greatest authority on the oriental 
religions in their connection with Rome, the Etudes Syriennes are character- 
ized by broad outlook and comprehensive conclusions. For example, in 
the chapter on "Trois Mausolees" the Syrian examples are seen to be a link 
in the long chain beginning with the ordinary earth tumulus, continuing 
in the pyramid of Egypt, and reaching to Cecilia Metella at Rome and the 
pretentious tombs of Gaul and Germany, and probably still farther to the 
ciborium of the church, and even to Mahometan architecture. 

M. Cumont has been in exile since the outbreak of the war, pursuing 
his investigations at Paris and Rome. He is at present residing at 19 Corso 
d'ltalia, Rome. Grant Showerman 



Die Attische Tragodie als Bild- und Buhnenkunst. Von Eugen 
Petersen. Mit zwei Tafeln und einem Textbild. Bonn: 
Friedrich Cohen, 1915. Pp. 660. 
Greek tragedy is a priceless heritage, a "Pruf stein und Mass" for the 

testing of all subsequent dramatic art. This is strictly true, however, only 



